Key points on egg storage

Feather sexing:

Fig.: Feather of a chicken

Recommendations for baby chick delivery
Regardless of the method of transportation, the chicks must be moved
a. Quickly
b. Comfortably
c. Under optimum sanitary conditions
Especially for summer delivery, speedy shipment and chick comfort are vital.
a. Speedy Delivery
1. Where chicks arrive by plane, allow the chick transport van to be at the airport one (1) hour
prior to the scheduled time of arrival of the aircraft. Make sure to maintain sufficient clear space
between the chick boxes. Also there should be sufficient air circulation and ventilation.
2. Make sure the van is in good repair, and that its tank capacity is filled before each delivery.
3. Once loaded, the chicks should be moved to their destination without delay so far as
practicable.
4. Avoid the rush of traffic and diversions.
5. The driver should drive directly to the place of destination, leaving coffee breaks and lunch
interval until off duty.
6. Loading and unloading should be done quickly
b. Chick comfort
1. Use a van specially designed for baby chick transportation. It should be equipped with (a)
racks, (b) heating and ventilation facilities.
Temperature in the van body should be at the correct level. In summer, during waiting periods,
park the van at a place not in the sun.
2. During the process of loading and unloading never keep chick boxes crooked and do not
handle them roughly (don’t throw the boxed chicks).
3. Boxes of baby chicks should be stocked in cars and rooms in such a way that sufficient clear
space is available between the boxes and sides of the car or walls of the room and between each
stock of boxes. Placing boxes of baby chicks too near the sides of the car or walls of the room
should be avoided at all times.
4. Prevent the boxes from sliding. Driving over rough roads, too fast driving in sharp turnings
and jamming are the chief causes.
6. Protect boxed chicks from direct sunshine.
7. Don’t expose filled boxes to draughts.
8. In hot climates, it may be more desirable to deliver as early in the day as possible or at night.
9. Chick boxes should be strongly made. The punched holes should be open to allow free
movement of air through the boxes. The inner surface of the bottom should be rough enough to
prevent the baby chicks from slipping.

c. Sanitation
1. For disease prevention, the boxes and the filling material in them should be dry and free from
disease germs.
2. Persons who load and unload filled chick boxes should use clean outer clothes and footwear.
They should make a practice of washing and disinfecting their hands thoroughly before starting
the job.
3. Have the van disinfected before each chick transport.
4. Don’t allow the driver through areas where epizootic poultry diseases exist

